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Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED {35 U.S.C. § 1 33). 
Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

1 )|El Responsive to communication(s) filed on 20 February 2004 . 
2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)E3 This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) K] Claim(s) 1-13 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) Q Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) [X] Claim(s) 1-13 is/are rejected. 

7) D Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10)D The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)D accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 

Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 
1 1 )□ The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-152. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

1 2)D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 1 9(a)-(d) or (f). 
a)D All b)Q Some * c)D None of: 

1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. Q Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. D Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 

application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 
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2) O Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 

3) □ Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO-1449 or PTO/SB/08) 
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4) l_J Interview Summary (PTO-413) 
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5) □ Notice of Informal Patent Application (PTO-152) 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Withdrawal of Finality 

1 . The finality of the office action dated 25 November 2003 is hereby withdrawn in 
order to apply the new ground of rejection stated below. 

Claims 

2. Claims 1-13 are pending. Claims 14-27 have been cancelled. 

Rejections Withdrawn 

3. The 35 USC 1 03 rejection of claims 1 , 3-6 and 8-1 1 as unpatentable over 
Theodore (US 4,615,851) in view of Zucker et al (US 4,357,436), as set out in section 7 
of the 25 November 2003 office action, is withdrawn in view of applicants' arguments in 
their response dated 20 February 2004, at pages 5 through 7 and 9. 

4. The 35 USC 103 rejection of claims 1-4, 7-8, 11-13 and 28-29 as unpatentable 
over Theodore in view of JP 041 19830A and Takeuchi et al (US 5,733,499), as 
expressed in section 8 of the 25 November 2003 office action, is withdrawn in view of 
applicants' arguments in their response dated 20 February 2004, at pages 7 through 9. 

New Rejection 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

5. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

6. Claims 1-13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as failing to 
set forth the subject matter which applicant(s) regard as their invention. Evidence that 
ciaims i -i 3 faii(s) to correspond in scope with ihat which appiicant(s) regard as the 
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invention can be found in the response of 20 February 2004, at page 8, in the last 
paragraph and in applicants 1 specification at page 6, in paragraphs 0024 and 0025. In 
these papers, applicant has stated that the invention uses "a liquid binder system 
formed using an organic solvent which is a solvent for the glassy segment in the 
thermoplastic polymeric binder" [quoted from page 8 of the response], and this 
statement indicates that the invention is different from what is defined in the claim(s) 
because the independent claims do not recite the use of a liquid binder system formed 
using an organic solvent which is a solvent for the glassy segment in the thermoplastic 
polymeric binder. In fact none of the claims recite this type of binder. 

It is noted that applicants refer to the binder system discussed immediately 
above as "unique" at page 8, in the final paragraph, of their 20 February 2004 response. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication should be directed to Sandra M. 
Nolan, whose telephone number is 571/272-1495. She can normally be reached on 
Monday through Thursday, from 6:30 am to 4:00 pm, Eastern Time. If attempts to 
reach the examiner are unsuccessful, her supervisor, Harold Pyon, can be reached at 
571/272-1498.The fax number for patent application documents is 703/872-9306. 

S. M. Nolan 
Primary Examiner 
Technology Center 1700 
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